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EXPECTATION 

• Review homework and 

relevant previous 

learning. 

• Review prerequisite 

skills and knowledge. 

• Presentation wherein 

clear, straightforward 

directions are given. 

• Guided practice where 

high frequency of 

responses and high 

rates of success, timely 

feedback and practice 

until students are 

fluent. 

• Corrects and feedback 

and reteach when 

necessary. 

• Independent practice 

where teacher monitors 

initial practice and 

continue until skills are 

automatic. 
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EXPLANATION 

Explicit instruction is a structured, systematic and effective methodology for 

teaching academic skills.  It is an unambiguous and direct approach to teaching 

that includes both instructional design and delivery procedures. Explicit instruction 

is characterized by a series of supports or scaffolds, whereby students are guided 

through the learning process with clear statements about the purpose and rationale 

for learning the new skills, clear explanations and demonstrations of the 

instructional target and supported practice with feedback until independent 

mastery has been achieved. Explicit Instruction is: 

• Systematic:  

o Instruction focuses on critical content 

o Skills, strategies and concepts are sequenced logically 

o Complex skills and strategies are broken down into smaller units 

o Lessons are organized and focused 

▪ Lessons are on topic and contain no irrelevant digressions 

▪ Lessons include an opening, body, closing 

o Instructional routines are used 

• Relentless 

o Adequate initial practice opportunities 

o Distributed practice 

o Cumulative review 

o Teach to mastery 

• Engaging 

o Frequent responses are elicited 

o Student performance is carefully monitored 

o Immediate affirmative and corrective feedback is provided 

o The lesson is delivered at a brisk pace 

• Successful 

In addition to the explicit instructional elements, there exists several underlying 

principles of effective instruction. 

• Optimize engaged time/time on task 

• Promote high levels of success 

• Increase content coverage 
 

• Have students spend more time in 
instructional groups 

• Scaffold instruction 

• Address different forms of knowledge 
 

https://www.scoe.org/files/explicit-instruction.pdf
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